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By JUDY CHERN 
Despite the temporary surge for local businesses during the 2010 Winter Olympics, there 
has been a drop in tourism since 
2001, according to BC Stats. 
StatsCan also released a report 
today detailing that overnight visits 
by tourists to Canada are down 3.9 
per cent this year. 
“The B.C. tourism industry al-
ways tries to put on a brave face, 
however the reality is we seem to 
have done little to attract more visi-
tors to B.C. during the Liberal reign, and 
we certainly didn’t take advantage of 
the opportunity when all eyes were on 
us in 2010,” said Martin Littlejohn, exec-
utive director of the Western Canadian 
Mountain Bike Tourism Association.
He believes that it is crucial to em-
phasize the opportunity for visitors to 
enjoy the outdoors in cost-effective 
ways. 
“With our strong dollar we have to 
remember that tourism is an export 
product and we don’t want the price tag 
to scare our customers away,” said Lit-
tlejohn. 
Norman Krannitz, vice-presi-
dent treasurer of Coast Capital Sav-
ings agreed that the problem well 
pre-dated the Olympics, as the Ca-
nadian dollar has been on par with 
the U.S. since 2007. 
According to Krannitz, Ameri-
can tourists came in 2010 although 
their dollar was weak and there 
were major economic problems. 
“The Olympics was a blip in time. 
. . [The tourists] came because it 
was the Olympics,” said Krannitz, 
but we cannot wait for the games to 
come back.
It appears that the North has had 
fewer problems than the rest of the 
province. 
According to Anthony Everett, CEO 
of Northern British Columbia Tourism 
Association, there has been a steady 
flow of visitors since 2007. 
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By BRaNDoN KostiNUK
The Canadian government’s move to crackdown on online piracy is receiving mixed reactions from 
Langara students.
A recent court decision forced Inter-
net service providers to fork over sub-
scriber information of those download-
ing copyrighted material.
“It’s stupid. For students, some can’t 
afford to go to movies or don’t have the 
time to,” said Mike Lam, a second-year 
business student.
Plus, he added, it’s an invasion of pri-
vacy to view what someone’s been 
downloading.
Third-year human kinetics student 
Alex Chiu agreed, but says such a 
crackdown will be hard to achieve be-
cause of the volume of downloaders.
“The Internet isn’t how it used to be, 
it’s a big part of everyone’s life,” said 
Chiu. “And this includes downloading 
content.”
“If the government takes it away, it’s 
like taking their lifestyle away,” he 
said.
While Chiu admitted he understood 
the government’s reasons, like lost rev-
enue for artists, he said he was not sup-
portive of the crackdown.
Admitted downloader Zahra Basij, a 
first-year general sciences student at 
Langara, said she is in support of the 
crackdown.
“For things that can be accessed in 
Canada, it’s good,” she said.
However, for foreign items like nov-
els and music not readily available, it’s 
bad because it will limit what can be 
accessed and viewed, she said.
Justin Yau, associate director of the 
IT department at Langara, said that 
the college works to reduce online pi-
racy by limiting the ports students 
have access to.
“We do receive reports from lawyers 
representing Hollywood companies, 
for example,” said Yau.
“We then identify the student and 
disable their user account.”
This isn’t a daily thing, added Yau; it 
happens every couple of months or so.
But this type of legislation must be 
looked at carefully to ensure an abuse 
of power isn’t an issue, said Yau.
“You can never quite prevent it be-
cause people always find new ways [to 
download content].”
UBC could get a subway
SASCHA PORTEOUS photo
A rapid transit line would dramatically reduce the amount of traffic congestion that clogs the Broadway corridor says city staff.
City and campus could soon be connected by a rapid transit system
By BRaNDoN KostiNUK
A 
subway line from Central Broad-
way to UBC may be in the works 
for the City of Vancouver.
City council was presented 
with a recommendation for a rapid tran-
sit route along the Broadway corridor 
that would scrap the old policy in favour 
of a single underground line that might 
be constructed over two separate phas-
es.
The first stage of the project will ex-
tend from Commercial to Arbutus, with 
the second stage beginning west of Ar-
butus and extending to UBC.
The current council policy dating 
back to 2000 supported a subway line 
just to Arbutus with rapid bus transpor-
tation west of that to UBC, explained 
city transportation director Jerry Do-
brovolny.
“But we have major concerns of the 
impact of a surface system west of Arbu-
tus,” said Dobrovolny at yesterday’s 
council meeting. 
“Our feeling is that a subway all the 
way to UBC is the best approach.”
Dobrovolny said that a light-rapid 
transit surface system, like streetcars, 
would disrupt the flow of transportation 
along the corridor.
Sidewalks would be narrowed, traffic 
congestion would increase, 90 per cent 
of intersections would see turn restric-
tions and businesses would see an in-
creased difficulty with regard to acces-
sibility and deliveries, reported 
Dobrovolny.
The project – design and completion 
– could take up to five years or more to 
complete he added, but said they are 
working with TransLink to accommo-
date the current demand with addition-
al buses and/or double-decker buses as 
possible temporary solutions.
Currently, Broadway has a higher 
transit ridership than the Millenium 
Line and is almost identical to Canada 
Line numbers, according to TransLink 
data from June 2011.
Consequently, there are roughly 2,000 
pass-ups that occur at the Broadway-
Commercial bus stop alone during the 
morning peak hours, reported Dubro-
volny.
Mayor Gregor Robertson did raise 
questions regarding an initial, first-
phase cost of a bored tunnel and subway 
line from Commercial to Arbutus.
Dobrovolny estimated that it would 
cost about $1.5 billion to design and con-
struct.
Robertson mentioned in closing that 
he hopes there is unanimity around the 
council chamber in supportof the line.
Overnight 
trips to 
Vancou-
ver have 
dropped by 
almost four 
per cent 
while the 
rest of the 
province 
remains in 
good shape
Tourism in city is down but still fine for B.C.
Efforts by Ottawa to limit 
online piracy draws mixed 
reviews from students who 
call it ‘stupid’ and ‘good’
Pirated 
movies 
tracked
Martin Littlejohn 
says Vancouver 
should of taken ad-
vantage of the tour-
ism boom in 2010.
1	 There are 80,000 
transit trips per 
day on central 
Broadway
2    The Broadway 
corridor is the bus-
siest route in North 
America
3	 Around 2,000 
passengers get left 
behind every day 
because the buses 
are too full
	
UBC
transit 
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Companies that produce between 16 million and 30 million litres a year will benefit
CANADIAN OLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC ATHLETES DESCEND ON CITY HALL
JULES KNOX photo
Wheelchair basketball paralympian Richard Peter talks to Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson at city hall yesterday as the city 
recognized the efforts of Canada’s Olympic and Paralympic athletes from the London Games this past summer.  
Police present plan with 
new tier of officers to 
operate across Vancouver
Anti-bullying bylaw introduced by the City of Port Coquitlam to follow in early December
Victoria cuts tax in bid to help brewers
Bully prevention program launched
VPD plans 
to increase 
presence 
By RichaRd hodges
On what was to be Amanda Todd’s 16th birthday yesterday, the City of Port Coquitlam unveiled a new 
program to combat bullying.
The Be Someone program is an 
awareness campaign launched by Gary 
Mauris of Dominion Lending Centres.
Port Coquitlam Mayor Greg Moore 
said: “We’ll have stickers to identify 
homes and businesses as safe places 
for those being bullied.” 
As part of the Be Someone program, 
the city of Port Coquitlam will also im-
plement a new anti-bullying bylaw on 
Dec. 10. Offenders will either pay a $200 
fine or enter an anti-bullying program. 
“Many bullies are open to changing 
their behaviours, they just need a push 
and a bit of confidence to do it,” said 
Moore. 
Moore also mentioned that there will 
be no age restriction on the bylaw, al-
lowing bullies under the age of 18 to be 
processed. There will also be a text 
messaging service set up where kids 
can report bullying anonymously. 
Jerome Bouvier, executive director 
of the PoCoMo Youth Services Society, 
supports the new measures but be-
lieves more needs to address the bully-
ing problem. 
“I’ve been working in this field for 25 
years and we need solutions that are 
more than weekly or monthly,” Bouvi-
er said. “We need to work on breaking 
down the barriers that cause bullying. 
We should call these compassion proj-
ects instead of anti-bullying projects 
but funders like that last one better.”
Bouvier says the key to any anti-bul-
lying campaign is placing troubled 
youth in one-on-one situations. 
“We had 60 kids come to us in the 
wake of Amanda Todd, looking for the 
magic answers. A lot of them are just 
trying to make it to Friday,” Bouvier 
said. “We need to show them a place 
where they can fit and that takes more 
than a nine to five commitment.”
The first annual Snowflake Walk will 
take place on Dec. 9 to raise awareness 
and resources to fight bullying. 
By JULes KNoX
The Vancouver Police Department presented city council with a plan yesterday to reduce response 
times and increase police presence 
within the city. 
The police force is proposing a pilot 
program that would introduce a new 
tier of peace officers within the VPD 
for April 2013. 
 “Community safety” officers would 
be unarmed peace officers wearing dis-
tinct clothing identifying them as VPD. 
Twenty full-time and 20 part-time 
positions would be responsible for sup-
porting front-line police officers in ad-
ministrative and low-risk tasks. 
The total cost for a three-year pilot 
program is $6.5 million, including $2 
million-a-year for operating costs plus 
a one-time $475,000 start-up cost. 
The community safety officers 
would be trained to ticket certain of-
fenses although probably not viola-
tions from the Motor Vehicle Act, said 
Chief Constable Jim Chu.
“There’s sort of a gap between what 
a full-fledged officer can do and what a 
bylaw enforcement officer can do,” said 
Chu. “Those that work for the city right 
now don’t have peace officer status and 
don’t have the ability to demand identi-
fication.
“We’re looking at situations where 
you need a peace officer’s power but 
you don’t need the full level of training 
or a fully armed police officer to at-
tend,” he said.
 “Right now if somebody finds a wal-
let, a full-fledged officer takes that 
call,” he said. “There’s an example of a 
situation that a safety team member 
could handle.”
Chu said that the proposed plan is an 
extension of some existing programs.
 “Having this additional resource 
will drop the low-priority call response 
time,” he said. 
Chu also said that the VPD has been 
communicating openly with the union, 
but that more serious negotiations will 
be conducted once the funding had 
been set aside by city council. 
“I think there’s a good case to be 
made that this will really help us with 
our overall goal to be the safest major 
city in Canada,” said Mayor Gregor 
Robertson. 
The program received unanimous 
support from the Vancouver Police 
Board last week. 
By sam ReyNoLds
A 
new tax policy intended to help 
small B.C. brewers grow is 
proving to be an unexpected po-
litical hangover for the govern-
ment.
On Monday, the provincial govern-
ment announced a reduction to the 
mark-up tax it adds to every bottle of 
beer sold by breweries that produce be-
tween 16,000,000 to 30,000,000 litres per 
year.
With the new policy, a brewery that 
produces 16 million and 3 million litres 
of beer per year will be charged incre-
mentally by every 500,000 litres pro-
duced — to the tune of one cent for 
packaged beer and two cents for draft 
beer. Vancouver beer blogger Chuck 
Hallett, who publishes micro-brewer-
ies blog the Barley Mowatt, is con-
cerned that the policy might not help 
small breweries grow because the 
threshold is much higher than what 
most small or craft breweries pro-
duce. 
“Calling breweries of this size ‘craft’ 
or ‘small’ is just flat out wrong,” Hallett 
said. “Very few breweries in B.C. ex-
ceed 16,000,000 litres production.”
A chart on Hallett’s website lists 
Surrey’s Central City brewing as pro-
ducing 750,000 litres per year, and Vic-
toria’s Vancouver Island Brewing as 
producing 235,000,000 litres annually. 
The biggest craft brewer in B.C., 
Howe Sound, produces 15,600,000 litres 
per year.
“A tax break [based on this criteria] 
will only benefit the biggest of the big-
gest breweries in BC, and several of 
those would have a hard time making a 
claim to be craft,” Hallett said. 
In a story the Canadian Press ran be-
fore the policy change, Prince George’s 
Pacific Western Brewery said it would 
slow down production and lay staff off 
rather than face the increased tax lia-
bility under the old policy for going 
over 16 million litres of production.
While the the company may be 
pleased with the decision, financial dis-
closure filings from Elections BC have 
some questioning whether Rich Cole-
man, the minister whose portfolio this 
falls under, had ulterior motives. 
The NDP, while supporting the poli-
cy for being “good tax policy” had con-
cerns with the potential conflict of in-
terest situation.
Maurine Karagianis, the party’s li-
quor critic, said a “minister of the 
crown has to be very diligent in ensur-
ing these situations where a conflict of 
interest may exist don’t arise.”
Donation records from Elections BC 
show that Pacific Western Brewery 
and its CEO, Kazuko Komatsu, are do-
nors to Coleman’s campaign. 
Records show that in 2012, the brew-
ery and its CEO donated $15,500 to 
Coleman’s campaign. Labatts and Mol-
son, which would not be impacted by 
the change, donated $750 and $300 re-
spectively. 
•Coal Harbour Brewing 
Company
•Dockside Brewing 
Company
•Granville Island Brewing
•Horseshoe Bay Brewing
•Pat’s Pub
•R&B Brewing Company
•Steamworks brewing
•Storm Brewing
•Taylor’s Crossing
•Yaletown Brewing 
Company
CITY
brewers
“We’ll have 
stickers to 
identify 
homes and 
businesses 
as safe 
places for 
those being 
bullied.
gReg mooRe,
Port coquitlam 
mayor
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JENNIFER THUNCHER photo
Zvi Ackerman (left) and Rhonda Jackson (right) are selling 
unique jewellery items all week. Ackerman’s trinkets come from 
Murano, Italy, while Jackson designs and makes her own pieces.
College is tight-lipped as 
two staff members depart
Craft fair
cash for 
charity
Retailers hire heaps of help for the hectic holiday season
The United Way craft fair 
has set up Langara’s A 
Building, offering students 
a variety of unique wares
Pair of managers are leaving their positions amid rumours of firing
By JENNIFER THUNCHER
Tis the season to be crafty.  The United Way Craft and Gift fair is set up at Langara all week in 
the foyer of the A building. 
According to United Way committee 
member Joanne Rajotte, records man-
ager at Langara, each vendor pays to 
book a table and that money is added 
to money made from other special 
events such as the hotdog sale and pub 
night. 
“I enjoy it. It is a nice place to be,” 
said Rhonda Jackson, proprietor of All 
Decked Out Bead Emporium. 
Half of the total amount raised from 
all the special events goes to the Unit-
ed Way of the Lower Mainland and the 
other half goes to a scholarship or bur-
saries for Langara students. 
United Way committee member 
Alan Brain said the special events com-
bined raise approximately $10,000 of 
the roughly $30,000 the committee 
makes for the charity during its annual 
fall campaign.
Jackson offers handmade jewelry 
and jewelry boxes. She started seven 
years ago when her grandson died, and 
her daughter encouraged her to take 
up a hobby to help keep her busy. 
This is her third year at Langara. 
She said the end of the week is usually 
busiest as people wait until last minute 
to do their shopping.
Langara sciences student Hanna 
Samuels did some shopping. “I bought 
scarves, for presents,” she said. 
Former Langara student Adam Lan-
do operates Hometown Apparel selling 
baseball hats and leather goods.  Lan-
do knows people at Langara love fash-
ion, especially their hats. 
“Hats have always been in fashion 
and hopefully always will be,” said 
Lando.
The only table to offer edible treats 
is Blackberry Hill Gourmet Goodies, 
which is operated by Sandra Cornell. 
She sells classic goodies, as well as 
treats for those with discerning diets, 
such as vegan cakes. 
Cornell has been baking for 20 years. 
These days, especially, people seem 
hungry for home made baking. She 
said it takes a lot of work and knowl-
edge to bake well.
“Some people just don’t have the tal-
ent,” Cornell said. 
By TANYA HILL
T
wo long-term Langara College 
employees will not return to 
work today. 
As of yesterday, Shirley Ka-
merling-Roberts, manager of the stu-
dent assistant program at financial aid 
services, and Cathy Gooderham, man-
ager of purchasing, have left their jobs. 
No one at the college has been able to 
confirm or deny whether they were 
fired or if they jumped ship. 
The Voice was  ceremoniously 
bounced from department to depart-
ment only to hear “no comment,” from 
almost everyone asked about the de-
parture of the two employees.
“The departures of the manager of 
financial aid and manager of purchas-
ing are confidential matters between 
the parties and we are not in a position 
to comment,” said communications of-
ficer Sylvia Tan via email.
Barry Coulson, director of financial 
services, declined to comment as to 
whether Gooderham left on her own 
accord, but he did confirm she is no lon-
ger employed with the college. 
When asked whether Gooderham 
left voluntarily, Coulson said, “it’s a 
personal issue,” and “[it’s] not a public 
matter.”
Kamerling-Roberts has been with 
Langara for over five years and Goo-
derham for over three years. 
Gooderham was previously a buyer 
for Metro Vancouver and a senior buy-
er for the City of Burnaby. 
Kamerling-Roberts has been an ad-
vocate for students in financial need. 
Last spring, she was a part of the “sup-
port our students” campaign to raise 
funds for student scholarships and bur-
saries. The goal was set at $25,000. 
She is currently vice-president of the 
the board of directors with the Canadi-
an Association of Student Financial 
Aid Administrators (CASFAA), which 
represents financial aid administrators 
and awards officers in colleges and uni-
versities across Canada. She also 
served as a member of the Ike Barber 
Scholarship Program Adjudication 
Committee, but it is not confirmed 
whether she will return next year. 
“Adjudication Committees are se-
lected annually, usually in February, to 
serve for the specific year which they 
are recruited,” said Rory Grewer, di-
rector of special funds of the Victoria 
Foundation, which works with the 
scholarship program. 
He also stated that the 2013 Commit-
tee has not been appointed yet. 
Gooderham’s salary for the 2012 fis-
cal year was  $77,050, and Kamerling-
Roberts’ $92,15, but what they will re-
ceive in their compensation packages 
is unknown. 
In October there was a wave of job 
action taken by CUPE employees work-
ing at colleges and universities, and 
currently instructors at Langara and 
other post-secondary institutions are 
taking steps to secure a contract with 
their employer.
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By STEVEN CHUA
Christmas season is just around the corner, bringing new employment opportunities for students.
The holidays are a busy time to jump 
into the labour market, according to 
job-hunting experts.
Christmas shoppers will increase 
product demand, forcing employers, 
especially retailers, to hire more work-
ers to help out.
Statistics Canada reports in 2011, re-
tailers in Metro Vancouver sold $2.7 bil-
lion of goods in December up from $2.2 
billion in November.
The agency’s labour reports show 
3,900 more people were employed in 
December up from November last year.
Winter holidays also mark vacation 
season, meaning employers must hire 
temporary workers to substitute for 
staff on holiday.
Places such as Coast Mountain Bus 
Company will need more staff to com-
pensate for more travellers and work-
ers on leave. 
Jobs in transit and office administra-
tion will be easier to come by this 
month, said Janice Borsholt, a senior 
consultant at Angus One, a job place-
ment company.
“If you’re applying to a job ad, make 
sure the person you’re applying to un-
derstands why you chose to send your 
resume and application,” said Susan 
Wright-Boucher, vice president of The 
Placement Group, a staffing company.
Name the job position, tailor a re-
sume to suit it, and show enthusiasm 
about the company you’re applying for, 
Wright-Boucher said.
She said job opportunities are 
blooming in the retail and distribution 
industries this time of year.
Boucher said large chains such as 
Wal-Mart do additional hiring. Mailing 
offices such as Canada Post are de-
manding more workers as well.
The earlier people apply for holiday 
jobs, the better.
“We never just hire someone and 
just put them on our sales floor and 
hope things work out.” said Michael 
Peters, managing director of western 
Canada for Harry Rosen, a luxury 
clothing retailer. 
Applying earlier gives employers 
time to train their workers so they can 
be ready for action when the holidays 
begin, he said.
The customer service
industry has lots of posi-
tions open during the busy 
winter shopping season
“The depar-
tures of the 
manager 
of finan-
cial aid 
and man-
ager of 
purchasing 
are con-
fidential 
matters be-
tween the 
parties...
SYLVIA TAN
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By MICHAEL LETENDRE
The smell of cinnamon and spices from food vendors waft through the air and mingle with the sounds 
of Christmas carols throughout the 
Vancouver Christmas Market.
Modeled after a traditional German 
Christmas market, the VCM has re-
turned to the Queen Elizabeth Theatre 
plaza for the third year in a row, from 
Nov. 24 to Dec. 24.
Pascal Contursi moved here from 
Germany in October, and he operates a 
stand that sells mulled wine and apple 
cider.
He said mulled wine, known as Glüh-
wein, is red wine that’s been spiced and 
heated, and that it is a staple of Christ-
mas markets in Germany.
“Germans go to the market just to 
drink the mulled wine. They sit and 
have two or three or four glasses of it,” 
he said.
Contursi said the market captures 
the feel of the markets where he grew 
up.
“It’s really great here. The wooden 
booths are really German,” he said.
West Coast Wild Foods representa-
tive Laura Mewhort said this is her 
first time at the VCM as a vendor.
“So far it’s been incredible. The peo-
ple here are all so nice,” she said.
Her company sells types of mush-
rooms that cannot be farmed and have 
to be picked in the wild.
“People love getting free food,” she 
said. “Christmas is about family, and 
food, and everyone being around the 
table.”
Traditional music and entertain-
ment are part of the market experi-
ence, and this year will feature dedi-
cated days to different European 
communities and cultures.
Ukraine’s National Day is Saturday, 
Dec. 1, and Adam J. Kozak and his wife 
Anne are part of a Ukrainian choir 
called the Svitanok Chorus performing 
at the pavilion stage from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m.
He said one of the songs they will be 
performing is “Carol of the Bells.”
“That carol is 100 per cent Ukraini-
an, and it’s over 1,000 years old, too,” he 
said.
By STEVEN CHUA
J
imi Hendrix has just turned 70, 
and while he may no longer be 
here, his art is still influencing 
Vancouverites to this day.
“Jimi made the electric guitar the 
lead instrument in many rock bands,” 
said Robert Luis Miesen, co-ordinator 
for the Vancouver Hendrix shrine.
Many of the city’s local acts still use 
techniques founded by the late rock 
music star, he said.
“What happens with music, it’s like a 
full circle . . . everything resurges with 
different people,” said Andre Arse-
nault, an electric guitar specialist at 
Long & McQuade music instrument 
store.
Guitar techniques the artist pio-
neered, including distortion, whammy 
bar antics and ethereal effects still 
used by many players.
Arsenault can testify many locals 
are still influenced by Hendrix.
He hears the late artist’s trademarks 
every time he punches in at work.
While it may have been decades 
since “Little Wing,” “Purple Haze” and 
“Voodoo Child” hit the airwaves, Arse-
nault still hears the tunes echo 
throughout the shop he works at — 
kids are still playing them when they 
try out guitars at his store.
Vincent Fodera is another local Hen-
drix enthusiast but he’s taken his pas-
sion to the next level.
He owns the shrine that honours the 
artist’s legacy, and even managed to 
document the guitarist’s time in Van-
couver.
Hendrix’s grandmother, Nora, appar-
ently worked in 209 Union St. when it 
was Vie’s Chicken Inn.
As a teen, Hendrix would travel from 
the U.S. to spend summers in Vancou-
ver.
Fodera found the restaurant and 
converted it into a shrine that honours 
the artist’s time in the city.
However, he’s not stopping there.
Fodera’s up to a new project — to 
find the long lost son of Hendrix.
“Because of racial profiling, Jimi 
didn’t have a lot of girlfriends in the 
States,” said Fodera. “But in Vancouver 
he really cleaned up.”
Fodera says he’s managed to track 
down relatives of one of Hendrix’s for-
mer lovers.
He thinks he knows how to reach 
Hendrix’s son, and hopes to meet him 
soon.
By ANNIE ELLISON
Commercial Drive may be one of the hippest stretches in town, but tonight it will be the perfect place 
to get your geek on. 
Improv troupe The Critical Hit Show 
will play a live 90-minute comedy show 
set to the rules of Dungeons & Dragons 
at the Rio Theatre. 
“I got to combine my two loves,” said 
dungeon master Eric Fell, the self-ad-
mitted evil mastermind behind the act. 
As in the game, the improvisational 
comedy show involves no scripts or re-
hearsing. 
The tale began one day when our 
hero Fell was in a gaming store in Sur-
rey. Intrigued by the crowds of people 
playing Dungeons & Dragons, he was 
excited by the improvisational struc-
ture of the game. Players were making 
things up as they went — kind of like in 
improv comedy. 
“Why not get them moving around 
on a stage?” said Fell. 
Geeks take their ambience very seri-
ously. The theatre sells off-brand Fu-
nions and cheap soda to create the tra-
ditional “dollar-store” aesthetics of a 
night of D&D, said Fell. 
Actor Ian Boothby says despite the 
authenticity of the characters, only su-
per babe Joanna Gaskell wears a cos-
tume.
Gaskell plays Edda the Elf Barbar-
ian, a character imported from her 
popular web series, Standard Action. 
“The rest of us are dressed like we’re 
going to play D&D in Eric’s parent’s 
basement in North Delta,” said Booth-
by. 
Upwards of 150 people dressed up in 
full gear as trolls, wizards and all man-
ner of goblins come to every show. 
“They’re lined up down the block 
holding giant swords,” said Fell, adding 
the troupe receives fan art on a regular 
basis. 
“People don’t get into comedy be-
cause they’re well-adjusted,” said Fell 
of the D&D comedy niche. 
Up the street, the Storm Crow Tav-
ern, Commercial Drive’s official “geek 
bar,” is an open field for anyone to re-
lease their inner nerd, said manager 
Luke Meat. 
Meat had no idea it would be such a 
hit. “It’s a spacey medieval nerd bar,” 
he said gesturing to the crossbow and 
battle-axe mounted on the wall.
 The drink menu features cocktails 
such as “release the Cracken” and “a 
Clockwork Orange.”
“A geek is more passionate about 
what they’re into than a nerd is,” said 
Meat, for those unsure of terminology. 
But ultimately, geekdom is about in-
clusion and participation, according to 
Fell. 
During D&D performances, actors 
pull audience members up, hand them 
foam swords and get them to play vil-
lains.
At the Storm Crow, unlike other res-
taurants in Vancouver, tables regularly 
interact with each other. 
Tonight’s show is at 8 p.m. If you’re 
thinking about hitting up the Storm 
Crow for a mug of mead first, “come 
early,” said Meat. 
1	 Voodoo Child
2	 Machine Gun
3	 Foxy Lady
4	 Stone Free
5	 Gypsy Eyes
6 Are You 
 Experienced?
7 Spanish Castle
 Magic
Hendrix
Tunes
STEVEN CHUA photo
Robert Luis Miesen, co-ordinator of the Vancouver Hendrix Shrine, showcases a piece of memorabilia on Jimi Hendrix’s 70th birthday.
HANDOUT photo
Dungeons and Dragons Live actors, left to right, Shaun 
Stewart, Eric Fell and Laura Gueret posing on the street.
Jimi Hendrix still a hit at 70 
D & D actors rolling dice and drinking down mead
Christmas 
market on 
Vancouver Christmas 
Market offers variety of 
carols, crafts and drinks
Cosmic guitarist’s legacy reverberates through Main Street shrine
For geeks, barbarians and wizards, the Rio Theatre and Storm Crow Tavern offer scrolls to enchanted realms of lore and myth
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Cool running in the cold
Endless 
savings
for the  
season
Shoo fly, get your own pile of compost
Wintertime jogging in Vancouver is not for the fairweather athlete
Only 30 student discount 
cards have been nabbed so 
far; with more available, 
savings are within reach
With Van-
couver 
residents 
choosing 
to com-
post more, 
people have 
options 
when try-
ing to keep 
little pests 
at bay
AUDREY McKINNON photo
Ewa Smith stands outside the Running Room on Cambie Street in her warm selection of athletic garb on Tuesday. Smith is one of many 
Vancouverites who wouldn’t trade the “refreshing” chill outdoors for an indoor run.
By Jana Minor
Luxury ski weekends, spa treat-ments, and designer clothes don’t normally describe the student life-
style, but scoring sweet deals on them 
may be as easy as going to your stu-
dents’ union office to get a student dis-
count card. 
With the holidays approaching, stu-
dents are starting to think about 
Christmas gifts and travel expenses 
--and how to save money on both. 
The discount card available at the 
Langara Students’ Union costs only 
$4.26 and claims to offer massive sav-
ings on restaurants, travel, clothing 
and entertainment from over 450 
stores, both online and offline. 
“The card is such a good deal, but no-
body knows about it,” said Gurbax 
Leelh of the LSU, which is offering the 
card to students for the first time this 
year. 
Leelh says the students’ union at 
Vancouver Community College sells 
the same card for $22. So far only about 
30 students have purchased the card 
from the LSU this semester.
The card offers discounts on Expedia 
and Travelocity of 50 per cent off, but 
only for hotels, not flights. 
The Delta hotel in Whistler is offer-
ing cardholders a deal on one bedroom 
suites at $128 per night, which sleep 
four. 
Divided up, it works out to $77 per 
person for a ski weekend close to vil-
lage restaurants and nightlife. Normal-
ly, that would cost $189 per night.
If you’re in the market for a relaxing 
massage after a stressful exam week, 
the card saves you $50 off any 90 minute 
treatment at the Sabai Thai Spa, mak-
ing it about $85. 
While the discount card promises 
“no limits on use,” the spa stipulates 
the discount is for first-time visits only. 
However, operators of the spa confirm 
that students can also give the treat-
ment as a gift to someone else if pre-
ferred, simply call the spa to make ar-
rangements in advance. 
As for other beauty treatments, just 
flash the card at Pure Nail Spa and get 
20 per cent off a manicure to resusci-
tate those poor finger nails after a se-
mester’s worth of nervous nibbling.
For gifts, the card gets you 90 per 
cent off select books at Chapters -- but 
emphasis on the “select.” Most books 
in this category seem to be cookbooks 
and anything ever written by J.R.R. 
Tolkien.
 If you’re in the market for The Hob-
bit, lucky you, but if not, the card only 
gets you 35 per cent off regular titles 
online. If you jump on it, you can get a 
gift subscription to Maclean’s, 
SportsNet, or Flare magazine for $10, 
but that deal expires this Friday. 
If you’re no stranger to the Seattle 
Premium Outlets, show the card at the 
information booth in the outlet food 
court and get a coupon book that prom-
ises hundreds of dollars off designer 
threads. The only snag is, you have to 
go there to get it. 
By SaM reynoldS
T
he art of outdoors running in 
winter presents it’s own set of 
challenges in the near frigid tem-
peratures in Vancouver. 
Despite others being clad in scarves, 
layers and insulated boots, many Van-
couverites still hit the streets to run.
Dashing across the Cambie corridor 
at 7th Avenue in her running gear, one 
runner said she would normally re-
move one more layer for a cold run.
“I love it. It’s so refreshing,” said Ewa 
Smith who runs 4 km every day except 
Sundays and never indoors.
Rand Clement, from Kitsilano’s run-
ning retailer The Right Shoe, said in an 
email that the key to being prepared 
for the winter elements while on a run 
is all about how a person dresses. 
“Check the temperature before you 
run to gauge the amount of clothing to 
wear,” Clement said. “As you get more 
experience with this you will develop 
certain outfits for certain temperature 
ranges.” 
“Make sure you are utilizing wicking 
fabrics to insure that the clothing layer 
against your skin stays as dry as possi-
ble so your body can regulate tempera-
ture properly,” he said. 
Clement also advised potential win-
ter runners to dress in layers, but 
warned that too much clothing can 
drag a person down. 
While winter runners in Vancouver 
are more likely to battle rain rather 
than ice and snow, for the rare days 
when the city is a winter wonderland, 
Clement advises runners to add a spike 
to their step. 
He said using spiked shoes makes 
running in icy conditions safer.
The frigid cold, or endless rain, 
aren’t the only hostile elements that 
winter runners must deal with—they 
also have to contend with shortened 
daylight hours. 
Jerry Kroll, the organizer of Vancou-
ver’s largest social running group Van 
Run, thinks the best thing a winter run-
ner can have isn’t necessarily a specific 
piece of equipment—but friends. 
“They’ll be the ones encouraging 
you to go out when the weather is aw-
ful,” he said. 
By richard hodgeS
If you want to compost indoors but don’t want to meet blowflies or other pests—freeze and keep your com-
post vegetarian.
The City of Vancouver is promoting 
composting as part of their plan to be-
come the world’s greenest city. Since 
the city is already one of North Ameri-
ca’s densest, with many residents liv-
ing in 750 square foot apartments with-
out balconies, that means composting 
indoors. 
Rana Sarfraz, UBC research scien-
tist in the department of zoology, has 
simple solutions to keeping pests away 
from your rotting food. 
It begins with keeping meat prod-
ucts out of the pile.
“If you encounter blowflies, your 
best bet is to immediately remove any 
meat products,” Sarfraz said. 
Sarfraz also advises to watch the wa-
ter levels in your composting.
“Make sure that it’s not too wet or 
too dry,” Sarfraz said. “Otherwise you 
attract ants as well as flies.”
Randy Helter runs a food scrap drop 
spot at the West End Community Cen-
tre that allows residents to recycle 
their organics instead of tossing them 
in the garbage. 
“Spending $10 on a proper container 
is a great investment and store it out-
side if you can,” Helter said. “Also, you 
can keep your compost in an ice cream 
container and store it in the freezer.”
RICHARD HODGES photo
To fruitflies, this looks very tasty.
1	 Spiked shoes for 
traction in ice and 
snow.
2	 Wicking fabrics to 
regulate tempera-
ture and keep skin 
dry.
3	 Minimal layers 
to keep from 
overheating.
4	 Loyal running 
friends.
WINTER
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Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
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e killed Amanda Todd. 
She would have been 16 
today, but she killed 
herself because she 
couldn’t take the level of bullying 
she had to endure after being 
immortalized in an Internet picture 
exposing herself. 
All the bullying initiatives and 
bylaws in the world won’t change 
the fact we adults are a bunch of 
hypocrites. We wonder why Todd 
lifted her shirt for a boy, who turned 
out to be a man, as we head down to 
the Lions game where husbands 
watch the scantily clad young 
cheerleaders and daughters look on. 
I am a mother of four teenaged 
sons. I’ve talked to them a lot about 
Amanda Todd. They tell me though 
bullying programs are well known 
at their high school, girls who sleep 
around are still called sluts.  They 
weren’t sure what a boy like that 
would be called. 
I have heard parents say though it 
is very sad she died, Todd must have 
had problems 
already to commit 
suicide.  In 
newspaper 
articles it is often 
mentioned she 
was in counseling 
and took medica-
tion. That is how 
we make our-
selves feel better 
— vulnerable girl 
couldn’t take 
incessant 
bullying. Not to worry, the rest of us 
strong people are .
I can guarantee with 100 per cent 
certainty, had social media existed 
in the 1980s when I was a teenager, I 
would have been an Amada Todd. 
Teenaged girls do things to get 
noticed the only way they know how. 
They always have. They do what 
they see the rest of us adults do.
We talk at dinner with our sons 
about not exploiting the girls they 
know while we ignore the porn they 
download on their laptops. 
As mothers we talk to our 
daughters about dressing appropri-
ately and then sit down religiously 
to watch, and talk trash about, The 
Real Housewives of wherever.
Bullying initiatives do nothing to 
change the real issue. We’re a 
culture of mixed messages. Young 
people are angry and take it out on 
each other. They’re confused. Can 
we blame them? 
OPINION
JENNIfER 
ThuNchER
Amanda Todd’s death —
we all share in the blame
Ditch the B-Line and cut a trench
Downloading
crackdown 
is no downer
After reading the article in yester-day’s Vancouver Sun about online piracy, I’m still going to download 
movies off the Internet illegally. 
The article warns people that 
after a recent court decision, 
internet providers are forced to 
release subscriber names, which 
means Canadians are liable for 
illegal downloading and statutory 
damages of up to $5,000.
“The door is closing. People 
should think twice about download-
ing content they know isn’t proper,” 
said Barry Logan, managing 
director of Canipre, the Montreal-
based forensic software company in 
an interview with the Vancouver 
Sun.
According to Logan, his company 
has collected files on a million 
Canadians who have downloaded 
pirated content. 
Ask me if I care.
While some of this information is 
intimidating, it doesn’t scare me 
enough to pay $15 
for an overpriced 
movie at the 
theatre.
Unless it’s with 
a hot date, I feel 
it’s a rip off and I 
refuse to do it. 
Another 
problem I have 
with illegal 
downloading 
regards a court 
decision involving 
a Burnaby movie production 
company. 
According to the article in the 
Sun, the federal government, forced 
several Internet providers to 
provide names and addresses of 
subscribers whose IP addresses 
were related to illegal downloading. 
What a lot of people don’t realize 
is that IP addresses are not absolute 
proof.
I might not have any idea that the 
download ever took place until I get 
a letter about possible court action.
A lot of times people steal 
Internet from other users.
If I am not familiar with how to 
secure my Internet connection so 
that it’s not public, any of my 
neighbours can steal my wireless.
If they download something 
illegally from their computer at 
their home but use my wireless 
Internet, it will show up under my IP 
address. 
While I understand some action 
must be taken, the IP address 
linkage is not satisfactory.
Just because my IP address was 
linked to an illegal download doesn’t 
mean that I personally completed it. 
It’s time Broadway implemented its own Canada Line. The route is believed to be the 
busiest bus route in North America. 
We’re asking smog-spewing diesel 
buses to shoulder over 50,000 
passengers a day. Numbers that 
already exceed those of many 
light-rail systems. 
Five stops in the middle of the 
route are each equivalent to a 
Metrotown Station in terms of 
population density. 
We must also remember the 
B-Line serves UBC — the single-
largest destination in Vancouver 
that 54,000 students attend. Yet the 
province wants to attract even more. 
How can a world-renowned univer-
sity count on new attendees if they 
have to skip two buses to just be late 
to class? 
Opponents to rail lines say that 
more buses can be added. But 
already, the B-Line’s peak frequency 
is two-and-a-half minutes between 
each bus. Factor in that parking 
during these hours is forbidden 
For proof, consider the over 13,000 
people in 2010 that were left hanging 
when a bus passed them by, because 
it was too full. That number will 
only stand to rise, if Vancouver 
continues to 
promote densifi-
cation, as well as 
the use of fewer 
vehicles. Remem-
ber, those were 
only the people 
that complained.  
The animosity 
towards any 
underground rail 
network stems 
from the prob-
lems faced by businesses along the 
Cambie corridor during the Canada 
Line’s construction. Business 
owners were lied to when the 
government said the construction 
wouldn’t use cut-and-cover, which 
involves digging up roads that 
customers park on. 
If businesses are treated respect-
fully, the public will be supportive. 
But what about an alternative 
method like a rail system on the 
corridor? 
Proponents of light rail, LRT, 
claim that this method will not 
involve the cut-and-cover method 
that inconvenienced Cambie Street 
businesses during the Canada Line’s 
construction. 
But this isn’t true. Underneath 
Broadway lies a trunk sewer, which 
collects waste from smaller, tribu-
tary sewers. 
Light rail would require the 
removal and relocation of this sewer, 
via cut-and-cover. Therefore, the city 
and TransLink may as well build an 
underground line. 
Vancouver needs to abandon the 
“99 Free Line.” But we must ensure 
that businesses don’t feel like 
they’ve been passed by. 
OPINION
RyAN BANAGAN
OPINION
JEREmy SALLy
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By KATJA DE BOCK
Y
outh league bowler Theo Robson 
saw the destruction of his train-
ing facility, Varsity Ridge Bowl, 
put on hold, after Vancouver Park 
Board passed a motion to contemplate 
bowling as a core recreational activity. 
Varsity, which offers traditional five-
pin bowling to players of all ages, is 
scheduled to be demolished in late 2013, 
to be replaced by a 52-dwelling condo 
development.
“It is not something the Park Board 
has ever done before,” said commission-
er Constance Barnes, who proposed the 
motion. 
Barnes is willing to speak with other 
bowling alleys as well as the developer 
of the Arbutus Ridge block, Cressey De-
velopment Group. 
She said in a perfect world the city 
would ask the developer how to replace 
a lost amenity, adding that it will be the 
first time that private enterprises will 
be considered in the discussion with 
Vancouver Park Board.
Barnes would charge an open door 
with Cressey developer Hani Lamman. 
“To this hour, nobody with the appropri-
ate mandate, like 
Varsity bowling 
centre or Vancou-
ver Park Board has 
ever come forward 
with an official pro-
posal to save the 
existing building,” 
Lamman said. “All 
we have had is re-
quests from indi-
vidual bowlers and 
media and a letter 
from the tenant, 
Ken Hayden, asking for rent reduction.
“I would be open for conversation 
(with the Park Board ), absolutely,” he 
said on Tuesday. 
Lamman, who was not aware of the 
Monday Park Board meeting, added if 
he does not hear otherwise, the block 
will be torn down within 10 months.
The loss of the bowling alley would be 
a hard hit for nine-year old Theo and his 
fellow bowlers, who came to the Park 
Board by the dozens to have their voices 
heard. “Please don’t take the bowling 
centre away from me,” he said. “I have 
nothing to fall back on. I go there every 
Tuesday.” 
The boy’s appeal evoked sobs in the 
audience and set the tone for the follow-
ing 18 speakers, ranking age seven to 93. 
The bowlers would like to see Varsity 
integrated into the new condo develop-
ment or be offered a new bowling facili-
ty, preferably on the West Side. 
Existing bowling lanes like the Com-
modore and Grandview are currently 
not capable of including the dense 
league training schedule, according to 
the bowlers. 
THEO ROBSON
Medal winner of 
2012 boys team
By GilliAn HAmEs
The homeless community in Van-couver may stay a bit warmer this winter after the Vancouver police 
department announced yesterday a 
new partnership with Arc’teryx, an 
outdoor clothing and sporting goods 
store. The initiative will supply hun-
dreds of waterproof capes to the city’s 
most vulnerable citizens.
Arc’teryx’s Birds Nest Project has 
been in existence for the past four 
years and has provided capes to shel-
ters and churches. This is the first year 
it has teamed up with VPD’s Homeless 
Outreach Program to give the clothing 
directly to the homeless community. 
“As a B.C. company we know how 
brutal the weather can be,” said Joanne 
Mayzes, manager of corporate respon-
sibility at Arc’teryx. “It’s part of what 
drives our design and our business.”
Const. Jodyne Keller, VDP’s home-
less outreach co-ordinator, believes the 
project will help people living on the 
streets make it through the winter. 
“To place these capes directly into 
the hands of those who need them most 
is significant,” she said. “Our primary 
goal … when we are engaging the 
homeless community is to make sure 
they’re safe.”
The police will be storing hundreds 
of these capes in the backs of patrol 
cars to hand out to the homeless com-
munity.The weatherproof capes are 
made from material left over from the 
manufacturing process that would oth-
erwise go to waste. 
 “[They] are designed and built from 
waterproof, insulated fabrics to protect 
some of our community’s most vulner-
able citizens,” said Sgt. Randy Fin-
cham. 
Arc’teryx has up to 80 volunteers re-
purposing the leftover fabric at its 
Burnaby factory on weekends, already 
distributing over 1,000 capes over the 
past four years. 
This year they hope to distribute 700 
with the help of the police. 
Due to of the success of the project, 
Mayzes said Arc’teryx was considering 
eventually expanding the project to 
other cities, but currently its primary 
focus remains the Vancouver commu-
nity. She described her first experience 
going out with Keller and giving out 
the capes to people in one word: touch-
ing.
“For us, it just got right to the roots 
of why we got out here, why we had so 
many employees that wanted to get in-
volved in this,” Mayzes said.
By RyAn BAnAGAn
Canada Post mail carriers won’t see a decrease in their workload this holiday season, even though the 
company is dramatically increasing its 
staff. 
John Caines, the National Media Re-
lations contact for Canada Post, con-
firmed the post office has around 1,000 
available positions open for this Decem-
ber.
  The jobs were created to keep up 
with increasing seasonal demand but 
none of the positions are for mail carri-
ers. 
As a result, carriers are still expected 
to complete their daily route despite in-
creased volume.
“Very rarely do we have one of the 
new employees delivering mail,” Caines 
said. “Most of them will be dealing with 
the sortation process.”
The sortation process is simply work-
ing from a warehouse hub, separating 
mail into the different postal code bins. 
One reason for putting new employ-
ees in the warehouse instead of out on 
the streets is because learning a deliv-
ery route can take a while.
“Our number one goal is to deliver on 
time. We simply don’t have the time to 
teach them the delivery routes, espe-
cially during the busiest time of the 
year,” Caines added.
Post Canada is not the only delivery 
service hiring right now.
Actually, it’s quite common for deliv-
ery services to hire seasonal workers to 
keep up with high demand.
The United Parcel Service(UPS) hires 
what they call, “Driver-Helpers,” who 
sit in the truck with the driver, and run 
the packages to the house.
While the helper is running the pack-
age to the house, the driver can stay in 
the truck and try to sort packages. 
“The driver-helper position is ex-
tremely useful and helpful,” said UPS 
driver George Louis. 
“The amount of time I save by not 
having to leave the truck is vital,” he 
said.
 “If it weren’t for my helper, I would 
probably be out here delivering for 
another three or four hours a night.”
Bowling alley fate uncertain
KATJA DE BOCK photo
Varsity bowling owner Ken Hayden worries about the proposed destruction of the Ridge/Varsity block on Arbutus and W 15th Ave.
Park board passes motion making the sport a core recreational 
activity, but locals fear it’s too late to save the Varsity Ridge Bowl
“Very rare-
ly do we 
have one 
of the new 
employees 
delivering 
mail.”
John Caines
New capes 
for homeless 
to keep warm
Local clothing company 
teams up with Vancouver 
Police for charity project
GILLIAM HAMES photo
Joanne Mayes demonstrates the 
capes which will be given to the 
homeless during winter.
Added jobs no help to letter carriers
Despite Canada Post’s 
hiring streak, most new 
workers will be relegated 
to sorting mail in the back
Grandview lanes 
Bowling Centre
2195 Commercial Dr.
Varsity Ridge Bowl
2120 West 15th Ave.
Town ‘n Country Bowl
745 Southeast Marine Dr.
Commodore lanes
838 Granville St.
Dunbar lawn Bowling
4326 Dunbar St.
Pacific indoor lawn 
Bowling Club
4588 Clancy Loranger 
Way
BOWLING
in the city
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PNG photo
Vancouver Giants’ Jackson Houck causes havoc in front of the net at the Pacific Coliseum ealier this season. Houch and the Giants 
will do battle with the Moose Jaw Warriors this evening.
Giants look to snap 4-game 
skid against Moose Jaw
Vancouver Giants will host Moose Jaw Warriors at the Coliseum. 
The Giants will be facing fellow basement dwellers tonight at 8 p.m.
By KEVIN HAMPSON
T
he WHL’s Vancouver Giants will 
face the Moose Jaw Warriors to-
night at Pacific Coliseum in an 
attempt to snap a four-game los-
ing streak.
The G-men have a history of being a 
strong team but have been stuck in a 
rut this season.
“We haven’t gotten off to the kind of 
start we’re accustomed to,” said head 
coach Don Hay.  
The Giants so far boast a 7-17 record, 
the worst in the league. Their last game 
against Kamloops ended a road trip 
with a 2-1 loss. 
The Warriors have also seen their 
share of early season woes, with a re-
cord of 8-11-3-4, though they are in a 
three-way tie for third place in their di-
vision. 
The Giants have home ice advantage 
against the Warriors tonight. 
Their opponents will also tired from 
travel and are currently 0-3-1 in the last 
four games.
The Warriors had a 16-hour bus ride 
from Red Deer to Victoria last weekend 
after a 2-1 loss against the Red Deer 
Rebels. 
Before that they took a 5-1 drubbing 
from Edmonton. 
For the Warriors, tonight’s game fol-
lows on the heels of a Tuesday night 
match against the Royals.
Despite the teams’ recent lackluster 
performances, Hay says the game 
should deliver high-quality hockey. 
He noted Moose Jaw’s defenceman 
Morgan Rielly, a draft pick for the 
Leafs, Giants right-winger Jackson 
Houck and defenceman Mason 
Geertsen, have been rated highly in re-
cent NHL rankings.
Hay also pointed out the Giants’ Lan-
gara connection. 
About 12 of the Vancouver players 
are taking Langara courses, through 
funding that the team offers to players 
who are not still in high school, Hay 
said.
The Giants play the Warriors to-
night at 7 p.m. at the Pacific Coliseum.
By SIMONE PFEIFFER
Vancouver’s Whitecaps FC Girls Elite soccer team is in good spirits heading to San Diego for the NCAA 
Final Four Showcase Nov. 29 to Dec. 1. 
Sixteen players from grades 10 and 
11 will be going to the tournament 
where the best four U.S. colleges will 
scout them, said coach Jesse Symons. 
While the Grade 12 girls will not be 
going because they’ve already commit-
ted to universities, they have played an 
important mentoring role. 
“The older players have the younger 
ones under their wing,” said Symons. 
This will help them compete against 
the 50 teams participating in the event. 
Vancouver players participating are 
from the Whitecaps development pro-
gram, whose goal is to develop young 
players to compete nationally. 
It does this by providing full time 
training for the most promising play-
ers, who are selected from community 
clubs throughout the province. The 
program is successful in promoting 
B.C.’s most talented players to the na-
tional ranks. There are now 27 players 
in the program. 
One challenge the team faces: its 
players are actually younger by a year 
than the teams they’ll be competing 
against, said Symons. 
The elites will be facing off against 
top ranking U.S. teams. The last game 
of the tournament will be against the 
state champions from Texas, who are 
considered the best American team. 
The elite team’s training program 
has been intense. Since September, 
they’ve played five times a week. 
They also play in the Metro Women’s 
Premier League which is “a very good 
level of competition for them,” said Sy-
mons. Currently, the team ranks first in 
the league. 
As for the talent of individual mem-
bers, Symons won’t pick favourites.
 “It’s a great mix of players, we can’t 
single one out,” he said. 
The elite program has given a huge 
boost to promoting women’s soccer in 
the province and in Canada said Sy-
mons, adding that the national U-17 
team has recently returned from play-
ing in the World Cup in Azerbaijan. 
For now, his players are feeling good. 
“They’re excited. Anytime you get to 
go to San Diego in December,” he said, 
laughing. 
NCAA 
eyes our 
local girls
Whitecaps FC’s youth girls 
in San Diego this week  
for NCAA Final Four 
“We haven’t 
gotten off 
to the kind 
of start 
we’re  
accustomed 
to.
Don Hay, Giants 
head coach
By BRONWYN SCOTT
If you’ve ever wondered where Olym-pic athletes get their start, look no further than your first-year history 
class.
Amateur boxer Marcus Sandhu was 
disqualified in the semifinal of Febru-
ary’s national championships, but 
these days he’s gearing up for the 
Olympics.
Sandhu’s going to try for the 2016 
Olympics but admits that a more realis-
tic goal would be the 2020 Olympics. 
“I’ll be 25 years old . . . you’re in your 
athletic prime around 25, so that would 
be the best age for me to go,” he said.
The soft-spoken 18-year-old, a Langa-
ra arts student, started boxing at 12, but 
when he signed up at Astoria Boxing 
Club he wasn’t interested in the sport. 
“I didn’t think I would want to be a 
boxer until I went there,” he said.
Sandhu was put in a match just 
three-months into training.
This past February Sandhu was com-
peting in his second national champi-
onships in Montreal. During a semifi-
nal bout, he was losing going into the 
final round but gained a solid lead into 
last 30-seconds of the fight. 
“I threw a body shot that apparently 
hit him on the belt and he went down,” 
Sandhu said. 
Sandhu was disqualified for hitting 
below the belt although he remembers 
it as being a beltline blow. 
“After the fight I found out that I was 
winning by eight points,” he said. The 
win would have punched Sandhu’s tick-
et to the finals.
 “I think I probably would have won 
the Canadian championship.” 
Being 18, Sandhu is now a “senior,” 
where there are no age limits, and he 
will likely be matched against full-
grown men. 
Though his brain says no, his heart 
is set on the Olympics and he and his 
conditioning coach have made a plan.
“Me and my conditioning coach 
came up with a plan to wait about a 
year and just focus on building my 
body and building my strength before I 
start fighting adults, men,” he said. 
But he wasn’t always motivated by 
the prospect of Olympic glory. He want-
ed to be a coach instead of fighting be-
yond the youth category. 
“After the past national champion-
ships I said I was going to have one 
more fight, a rematch with the kid that 
I lost to and then stop . . . it’s just, I love 
Olympic hopes for student pugilist
Langara 
student 
Marcus 
Sandhu is
already 
training for 
2016 or 2020 
Olympic 
Games 
HANDOUT photo
Marcus Sandhu lands a left on his 
foe at the national championships.
